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The English Department of Birla Public School Ganganagar organised an engaging and thought-provoking English event
titled “Fictional Courtroom: Literature on Trial - Defending a Character” on 8 October 2026. The event aimed to enhance
students’ critical thinking, creativity, public speaking, and persuasive communication skills through an interactive courtroom
simulation.

The event provided students with an opportunity to step into the role of defence attorneys and defend characters of their
choice from literature, history, popular fiction, or their own imagination. Students analysed their chosen characters’ motivations,
circumstances, and actions to construct convincing arguments in support of their innocence.

The courtroom setting encouraged participants to think critically, examine different perspectives, and respond confidently
to the arguments presented by the prosecution. With a two-minute time limit for each defence, students were expected to
present their cases concisely, logically, and persuasively without relying on written scripts.

The activity created an interactive and intellectually stimulating atmosphere, allowing students to demonstrate their
command of language, reasoning abilities, spontaneity, and confidence in public speaking. It also encouraged them to look
beyond the surface of a character’s actions and consider the circumstances, intentions, and moral dilemmas that influence
human behaviour.

Overall, the event was a meaningful learning experience that brought literature to life through role-play, argumentation,
and creative expression. It reinforced the importance of effective communication, logical reasoning, empathy, and the ability to
appreciate diverse viewpoints. The activity reflected the English Department’s commitment to making language learning
experiential, engaging, and skill-oriented.

Conclusion

The Fictional Courtroom event offered students a dynamic platform to explore literature from a fresh perspective while
strengthening their confidence, analytical abilities, and persuasive speaking skills.
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